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Moral decision making: intuition, rationalism and habit 

This article deals with the correlation between moral intuition and moral 
rationalism and decision making. It analyses the data of neuroethics and psychology 
researches which prove that moral decisions are based on automatic and intuitive 
processes and disprove that they are based on reasons. Intuitionist models are 
particularly popular in the last two decades. J. Haidt argues that moral rational 
reasoning occur post hoc, when judgment is already made. However, this model 
considers only single act of the moral decision–making and ignores all the previous 
experience of the subject. The author agrees with H. Sauer, that if we consider the 
whole chain of previously made decisions and their reflection we will see that post 
hoc reasons for a particular situation, for the next one will be Ex ante. Automatic 
moral intuitions are based, among other things, on habits, formed through experience 
and learning. 

Keywords: moral decision making, moral judgment, moral intuition, moral 
reasoning, habit. 
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