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Ontological tradition of understanding of time: Newton and Einstein 

The purpose of this article is a comprehension of some positions of substantial 
(Newton’s) and relational (Einstein’s) concepts in the context of detection the onto-
logical line of understanding of time. Methodological bases of research are the prin-
ciple of historism and the paradigmal modelling.The principal differences between 
the two concepts are shown. According to Newton’s concept, the flow of the absolute 
time does not depend neither on the acceleration or deceleration of the bodies, nor on 
the processes occurring in the bodies themselves. By Einstein according to STR the 
relativity of space and time is determined with their dependence on the speed of an 
object, and with the influence of the gravitational force according to GTR. It is under-
linedthat both paradigms fit into the context of the centuries-old (dating back to the 
ancient era) ontological tradition of understanding of time, that is consideration of 
time as“the existing of the world”. 

Keywords: Newton, Einstein, substantial concept, relational concept, ontological 
tradition of understanding of time. 
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Chorna L. V., PhD in Political Science, Assistant professor of 
Philosophical Anthropology department of National Pedagogical 
Dragomanov University (Ukraine, Kiev), lika7@ukr.net 
The understanding of the Social Ideal role in the State Building: phi-
losophical excursus according to the works of P. Novgorodtsev 

The article is devoted to the research of the Social Ideal as an axiological 
(value) landmark in the process of the State Building, which is examined in the light 
of the opinion of famous philosopher P.Novgorodtsev who works at the end of XIX – 
the beginning of XX centuries. The article analyses his theoretical assimilation of the 
“social ideal” conception and the consequence of its reflection in mass conscious-
ness. There are used principles of the system, unity of logical and historical levels of 
cognition, methods of comparative and contextual analysis. The object of the article is 
to research the historical forming of the social ideal on the different stages of society 
development, in particular, during revolutionary period at the beginning of  cen-
tury, and to draw historical parallels between those past times and social processes in 

Ukraine nowadays. There is explicated the role of the Social Ideal in the State Build-
ing process of modern Ukraine on the basis of the analysis conducted. 

Keywords: social ideal, idea, state building, social development. 
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